KABLOONA
hilarious, to recount their exploits in a thousand details. And
then, their own words working on them, they would hurry back
to their tents. Young and old, every girl and woman partici-
pated in the excitation. Mokahainek, being without a wife,
suddenly married his hunting partner's mother, who, as she
looked seventy, must have been fifty; and he too appeared at
the Post to tell his tale. Even the little children were seized by
this fever of which they witnessed the external manifestations
(for there was no modesty in the tents); and though they knew
not what they were doing, they giggled and screamed with glee
as they pantomimed their elders. Angulalik, the Eskimo most
nearly like a white man in manner and ambition of all those I
saw in the North, turned up one day at the Post with his wife,
and it was plain that even for him the ambiance was irresistible.
His little boy came in and stood motionless in the doorway, a
handsome child of about five years.
'Where have you been?9 the father asked-  cln the tent?'
cYes/ said the boy.
'Was your wife there?5 Angulalik went on with a wink at the
other Eskimos.
'Did you take her, at least?' the boy's mother put in, in a
matter-of-fact voice.
Even the games became sexual. Angulalik began to make
string figures, and from the normal cat's cradle he passed
quickly to the grossest obscenities, his fingers moving the string
with astonishing speed. He would stop for a second, think of
what he wanted to create and how it was done, and in a moment
his fingers were flying, helped out now and then by his teeth.
Often his audience called out to him to make this, or show them
that; and it was not the women who were the slowest to insist
upon a representation of the genitalia.
Their dance in this season was consonant with the general
atmosphere of inspissated amorousness. It took place in the
only igloo left standing, an igloo large enough to hold fifteen
people, and we stood in a circle at the centre of which a single
Eskimo pantomimed an amorous bear as he beat the wooden
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